
  SNAPSHOT OF CHINA 
 

Name:  People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
 
Capital:  Beijing 
 
Population:   1.294 billion 
 
Government:  Communist Party 
 
Head of State:  President Hu Jintao  
 
Official Language:  Putonghua (Mandarin) 
 
Major Religions: Buddhism, Daoism, Islam, Taoism, Catholicism and Christianity 
 

National Animal:  Giant panda 
 
National Bird:  Red ibis 
 
National Flower:  Tree peony (unofficially) 
 
National Flag:   Red flag with five yellow stars  
 
National Emblem:      Tiananmen Gatetower under five stars, encircled by ears of grain and with 
  a gear wheel below 
 

National Anthem:  March of the Volunteers 
 
National Day:   October 1 in honor of the founding of the People’s Republic of China on 

October 1, 1949 
 

Currency:   Renminbi (RMB)/yuan 
 
GDP:   US $2.2 trillion (on purchasing power parity basis) 
 
Land size:  Landmass of 9,600,000 sq km 
 
Location:   In the east of the Asian continent, on the western shore of the Pacific 

Ocean 
Weights &  
Measures:  Metric 

 
Major Trade  
Partners:    United States, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Germany, United     

Kingdom 
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